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The fixed support is wider than the cable
tray

Overview
From surface‑fixed T&E to armoured cable, Unicrimp explores the correct support
types, spacing and installation best practice for compliant wiring systems.

Key Takeaways
Fixed supports are generally designed to be slightly wider than the cable tray to
ensure stability and proper load distribution, typically extending 25–50 mm beyond
each side of the tray.

Practical Guidelines

Fixed supports, such as wall brackets, ceiling hangers, or floor-mounted supports, are
intended to securely hold cable trays and prevent movement under the weight of
cables and environmental forces like wind or vibration. To achieve this, the support
width is usually slightly greater than the tray width, allowing the tray to rest fully on
the support without overhang that could compromise stability. Standard practice: The
support width often exceeds the tray width by 25–50 mm on each side, depending on
the tray type, load, and installation environment.

For example, a 300 mm wide tray may require a support width of 350–400 mm. Load
considerations: Wider supports help distribute the weight of heavy power cables or
bundled instrumentation cables, reducing stress on the tray and preventing sagging.
Installation flexibility: Slightly wider supports allow for minor adjustments during
installation, ensuring the tray is level and properly aligned with other sections.
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Additional Considerations

Tray type: Ladder, ventilated, or solid-bottom trays may have different support
requirements. Ladder trays with wide rung spacing may need stronger or slightly
wider supports to maintain rigidity. Environmental factors: Outdoor or high-vibration
environments may require supports with additional width or reinforcement to prevent
tray displacement.

Compliance: Always follow manufacturer specifications and relevant standards (e.g.,
BS EN 61537) to ensure safe and reliable installation. In summary, the fixed support
should extend beyond the cable tray by a small margin, typically 25–50 mm per side,
to provide stability, accommodate load, and allow for proper installation alignment.
This ensures the cable tray system functions safely and effectively under operational
conditions.

Article Content

Selecting Cable Supports for Wiring Systems – Unicrimp

From surface‑fixed T&E to armoured cable, Unicrimp explores the correct support
types, spacing and installation best practice for compliant wiring systems.

Guide to cable support systems

The load capacity of the cable trays according to the support width can be read off in
the diagram using load curves – here, shown as an example for a cable tray with the
tray widths 100 to 600 mm.

Cable Support Distances

For example, an MDPE sheathed cable will be stiffer and therefore require a greater
distance between support positions than for a LSOH cable of a similar design, to
achieve the same 2% deflection (sag).

Cable Tray Support Spacing: Key Guidelines Explained

Explore the essential cable tray support spacing requirements for safe and efficient
installations. Learn NEC guidelines for perforated, ladder, and wire

GUIDE CABLE TRAYS TECHNICAL

cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests,
certifications, overall quality management, recommendations mentioned in this
technical guide only apply to our own cable

Best Practice Guide to Cable Ladder and Cable Tray Systems
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Where cable ladder and cable tray support systems are fixed to primary supports
(e.g. structural steel work or elements of the building) it is important to ensure that
the primary supports are strong

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and ...

In designing supports for a cable tray system, consideration should be given to the
loads associated with future cable additions and any additional loading that may be
applied to the cable tray system (e.g.,

IEC 61537 Cable Support Systems Guide

The document discusses cable support systems used internationally. It provides
information on calculating cable loads using cable weight tables to determine the
maximum load a cable tray can

BS7671 – IET Wiring Regulations 18th Edition

To understand what additional support is required for wiring systems, we must first
understand what has changed in the regulations: Firstly, there is the location – the
scope of where

What Are Cable Trays and How Do They Work?

A cable tray is an organized support structure designed to secure and route these
insulated electrical cables. It acts as a dedicated pathway for power distribution and
data transmission, often supporting

How to Solve Excessive Cable Tray Installation Spacing?

Learn how to fix excessive cable tray installation spacing. Discover tips and solutions
to improve safety, performance, and ease of maintenance for

Cable Tray Support Spacing: Key Guidelines Explained

Cable Management Tray Size: Choose a tray size that will hold the desired amount
and length of cable. Support Spacing: Remember the NEC requires no more than 4
feet of support spacing.

100+ Essential Questions Answered About Cable Trays:

Discover over 100 expert answers about cable trays, covering key topics like material
selection, load capacity, installation methods, and maintenance.

Best Practice Guide to Cable Ladder and Cable Tray Systems

Introduction This publication is intended as a practical guide for the proper and safe*
installation of cable ladder systems, cable tray systems, channel support systems and
associated supports.
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12 Best Under-Desk Keyboard Trays (June 2026) Top Picks

Compare the best under-desk keyboard trays in 2026. Expert reviews of ergonomic
designs, price comparisons, and buying guide for VIVO, HUANUO, Mount-It and more.

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and ...

SOLID-BOTTOM CABLE TRAY Providing additional cable protection, solid-bottom cable
tray is sometimes preferred to support and protect numerous small instrumentation
and control cables.

7 Best Cable Management Solutions for Office Desks

Tame your office desk chaos with the best cable management solutions—under-desk
trays, retractable racks, and clamp-on nets that hide wires, boost safety, and free up
space.

Best Fixing and Mounting Options for Cable Trays | CMW

Posted on: 30/04/2025 Regarding cable management, the fixing and mounting you
choose for your cable trays can make or break your setup. Whether you''re managing
voice, data, or electrical cables,

Related Video Reference

This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://cgweb.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://cgweb.co.za/project-enquiry.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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